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Snapping in InkScape 

Snapping is Inkscape's precision alignment feature. When enabled, objects you draw or drag are 
pulled magnetically to nearby targets like points on other objects so that positions land exactly. 
Snapping is essential for drawing and aligning shapes with precision. 

When an object being dragged or the mouse pointer move to snappable position, Inkscape 
flashes an “X” at the point of the snap with text explaining what will snap together. When the 
mouse is released, the object snaps into position. 

Enable Snapping 

To enable snapping, begin by clicking the arrow in the top right of the InkScape Window. Then, 
click the “Enable snapping” checkbox (Fig. 1). 

 
Figure 1. Enable Snapping 

Once snapping has been enabled, turn on the “Alignment” function (Fig. 2). 

 
Figure 2. Alignment 

Next, click “Advanced mode” and select all checkboxes under “Bounding boxes” (Fig. 3). 
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Figure 3. Bounding Box Selection 

Finally, click the arrow in the top left of the window to close the snapping menu. 


