Association Lists

An association list is a list of paired items. For example, this list consists of color names associated with
pen hues.

The command Set Pen Hue to 65 results in this color.

set pen hue to )

The Item block can be used to access the number associated with given name in a list.
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This capability can be used to construct a function that reports the value associated with each name.

Color Value
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The function makes it possible to use a color name in place of a number in the following command.

set pen hue to (<[ )

In this particular case, it is easier to remember the name of a color that the corresponding number of a pen
hue. The computer does the work of looking up and retrieving the value associated with the pen hue.
Construction of an association list also makes it possible to create the specific set of color names best
suited for a given task or project.




